
Audubon Public School District Reopening Plan 
Personal Protective Equipment: Students 

 
According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, COVID-19 spreads mainly from 
person to person through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs, 
sneezes, talks, or raises their voice (e.g., while shouting, chanting, or singing). These droplets 
can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or possibly be inhaled into the lungs. 
Recent studies show that a significant portion of individuals with COVID-19 lack symptoms (are 
“asymptomatic”) and that even those who eventually develop symptoms (are 
“pre-symptomatic”) can transmit the virus to others before showing symptoms. To reduce the 
spread of COVID-19, CDC recommends that people wear cloth face coverings in public settings 
when around people outside of their household, especially when other social distancing 
measures are difficult to maintain. 
 
Cloth face coverings may help prevent people who have COVID-19 from spreading the virus to 
others. Wearing a cloth face covering will help protect people around you, including those at 
higher risk of severe illness from COVID-19 and workers who frequently come into close contact 
with other people (e.g., in stores and restaurants). Cloth face coverings are most likely to reduce 
the spread of COVID-19 when they are widely used by people in public settings. The spread of 
COVID-19 can be reduced when cloth face coverings are used along with other preventive 
measures, including social distancing, frequent handwashing, and cleaning and disinfecting 
frequently touched surfaces (website access 07/17/2020). 
 
In accordance with the CDC guidelines, the Camden County Department of Health, and New 
Jersey Department of Education, all Audubon Public School District employees, students, and 
visitors (including contractors and vendors) must properly wear a face mask (cover mouth and 
nose) at all times while in District buildings and schools and while on District grounds. Face 
masks do not replace the need to maintain social distancing, frequent hand washing, and cleaning 
and disinfecting protocols.  
. 
General Audubon Public School District Face Mask Guidelines: 

● Students must wear clean and well-maintained masks appropriate for a school 
environment that meets one of the approved face masks types identified below. 

● Students are not to share face masks. 
● Students should carry at least two masks with them daily to ensure that they have a 

replacement if one becomes unusable while in a district space; replacement disposable 
masks are available in all classrooms.  

● Students need to remember not to unnecessarily touch their face mask, face, and other 
surfaces throughout the day. 

● Students must wear a face mask at all times in hallways, classrooms, public spaces, 
and other common areas (includes bathrooms). 

 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-covid-spreads.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html#recent-studies
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk-old.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html


Activities Which Permit Face Mask Removal: 
● Students may remove their masks when seated at desks or assigned to work spaces in 

which peers are 6 feet or more away and teacher permission is granted.  
● Students may remove their mask while eating or drinking IF they are situated six feet or 

more away from others. Once done eating, the student must follow proper hygiene and 
sanitizing protocols.  

● Students will be instructed as to when they may take a “mask break” while following 
social-distancing protocols. Mask breaks will not extend beyond 15 minutes.  

● When masks are temporarily removed they should NOT be placed on tabletops or other 
surfaces. The CDC suggests placing the mask on your lap or dropping it below the chin 
(not when eating). 

 
Approved Face Coverings: 
Students must follow the guidance below for applying, removing, and cleaning the four types of 
face coverings approved for wear. Hand hygiene should be performed before and after applying 
and removing a face covering. A face mask is defined as a covering of the nose and mouth that is 
secured with straps that tie or loop over the ears or around the back of the head. A face shield is 
not an approved face mask. Face coverings with one-way valves or vents can result in expelled 
respiratory droplets that can reach others and are NOT approved to be worn in Audubon Public 
School District buildings or facilities. Clothing and household items (like scarfs, t-shirts, 
sweatshirts, or towels) are not acceptable face coverings for use in District facilities. Acceptable 
masks may be factory-made, sewn by hand or machine, or created by using household or 
clothing items and are to be one color and/or pattern; Student face coverings must adhere to 
District dress codes and are not to include words and/or any questionable messages.  
 

 Proper Face Covering Application Proper Cleaning 

Disposable 
Surgical 

Mask 
 

Secure ties/loops snuggly around ears. Ensure that the 
mask covers the nose and mouth at all times and is 
secured under the chin.  

Dispose of in the trash every four 
hours, daily, and/or when wet.  

Cloth Mask See Disposable Surgical Mask above. Wash daily in washing 
machine with other laundry 
OR  
Wash by hand soaking in a 
solution of 1/3rd cup of 
Household bleach per gallon of 
room temperature water. Rinse 
clear. Place in the dryer or hang 
dry. 

Neck Gaiter 
TWO-PLY 

Place the gaiter over your head or around your neck. Pull 
the gaiter just below your eyes. Ensure that the gaiter 
covers the nose at all times and snugly fits to your cheeks. 
There should be no gaps.  
 

Face Shield 
 

With the chosen face mask already applied, bend forward 
holding the shield with both hands, expand the plastic to 
permit the device to easily adhere to your forehead, place 
the elastic band over your ears/behind your head, with the 
foam resting on your forehead, release and attach.  

Carefully wipe the inside and the 
wipe the outside of the face shield 
with a disinfectant wipe.  



 
Distribution of Masks: 
Masks will be provided to students based on their grade levels and needs (See below). The 
District will not routinely provide additional masks to students. Disposable surgical masks will 
be available for students whose mask is lost, forgotten, and/or becomes damaged.  

 

Students Type/Quantity Rationale 

ALL Disposable (open) 
 
Cloth (1 per year) 

Disposable masks will be made readily available for all 
staff and students if needed.  
The State requires the use of face coverings in public 
settings. The cloth masks are complimentary.  

PreK-3  Face Shield (2 per year) Younger students may require face shields for 
social-emotional reasons and in order avoid barriers to 
instruction. Examples include the monitoring of proper 
tongue and mouth positions when speaking, scanning 
for behavioral moods, etc.  

Special Needs Students Face Shield (2 per year) Wearing a face shield may assist in accommodating the 
needs of identified students when negatively impacted 
by disposable or cloth face masks, e.g.medical 
conditions, behavioral challenges, etc.  

 
Accommodations Due to Medical Conditions or Other Reasons: 
The parents/guardians of a student who is unable to wear a mask on account of a health-related 
concern should contact the Building Nurse and/or their child’s Case Manager, prior to the 
student entering a school district facility.  These requests will be reviewed in order to consider 
and to discuss alternatives and secure an accommodation(s). The School Physician may be 
consulted with to consider the appropriateness of these requests.  
 
Students with the following conditions, as well as others, may be eligible to use a face shield in 
place of a mask:  

● Autism 
● Chronological or Developmental Young  
● Cognitive Impairment 
● Facial Deformities 
● Hearing Impaired 
● Mental Health Condition/Concern 
● Neuromuscular Conditions 
● Respiratory Issues 
● Tracheostomies 

 
Individuals who are communicating or seeking to communicate with someone who is hearing 
impaired or who has another disability, where the ability to see the mouth is essential to 
communication, are not required to wear a mask; however, individuals should consider using 
another type of face covering such as a plastic face shield while social-distancing. 
 



There may be a student member that has a face mask accommodation within the school district; 
no notice will be shared.  


